Lee E. Lord
Managing Director
Mitchell D. Roth

Mayor Robert H. Command
Deputy Managing Director

County of Hawai’i
Office of the Mayor

25 Aupuni Street, Suite 2603 o Hilo, Hawai'i 96720 « (808) 961-8211 e Fax (808) 961-6553
KONA: 74-5044 Ane Keohokalole Hwy., Bldg C » Kailua-Kona, Hawai'i 96740
(808) 323-4444 « Fax (808) 323-4440

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Cyrus Johnasen
December 29, 2021 Mobile: (808) 345-9434
Email: cyrus.johnasen@hawaiicounty.gov

COUNTY EXPECTS HIGHEST DAILY CASE COUNT SINCE START OF PANDEMIC;
HOSPITALIZATIONS REMAIN STABLE

Hawai‘i County is expecting the highest daily case count since the start of the pandemic to be reported
tomorrow. Early estimates from the State Department of Health indicate the potential for more than 220 cases to
be reported. The highest case count to date was 206 cases, which was attributed to the onset of the Delta variant.
Although counts continue to rise, hospitalizations are stable islandwide. Currently, 9 COVID patients are
hospitalized, with 4 patients in the ICU and 1 on a ventilator. Those numbers are down considerably from the
peak of the Delta surge, which had a high of 16 patients in the ICU, 12 on ventilators, and 69 COVID patients
hospitalized in a single day. The island is currently 66% fully vaccinated, with 71% of the population initiated.

“We are seeing the positive effects of the vaccines in full effect,” said Mayor Mitch Roth. “Although the rise in
numbers is certainly nothing to discount, we are comforted by the community’s response thus far and are
confident that folks will continue to do the right thing to keep each other safe. Our administration remains ready
to pivot if necessary but has no plans of placing any further restrictions on our residents at this time. Throughout
the pandemic, we have worked hard to maintain a balanced approach that considers the working class, the
kupuna, and the keiki to find equitable solutions for all. We understand that some folks would like to see fewer
restrictions, and others would like to see more, but at this time, we believe that we have figured out what works,
and we are committed to sticking to that. We know that we won’t make everyone happy. Still, we will continue
to operate with the best interest of the County and its residents in mind as we navigate forward using science,
data, and aloha as justification of our actions and policies.”

The County would like to applaud further the preventative measures the community has taken on their own
accord to protect themselves and their loved ones throughout the pandemic. Testing and vaccination sites remain
readily available islandwide and can be found at hawaiicounty.gov/coronavirus. Boosters remain the best
defense against serious illness, and residents are encouraged to get theirs today if they haven’t already.
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